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Gay Classic Car Group 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on line on 21 March 2021 at 1 p.m. 
 
Present:   Peter Geake   Chair (from item 8) 
  Jeremy Lindon  Treasurer 
  Darren Mitcham Press 
  Mark Wells  Eurotour 2023 Co-ordinator 

Stephen Duxbury All Torque Editor 
  Tony Stokoe  Big End Journal Editor 
  David Birkett  Membership Secretary 
  Rob Dewing  Webmaster 
  Rob Gibson  AO Liaison 
  Iain Johncock  General Secretary 
 
30 members were present on line. 
 
Apologies: Richard Fox, Nick Beamont, David King, Martin Gillingham, Tim Griggs 
 
1 Rob Gibson, acting as Zoom hoist, explained to members how the meeting would be run. 

Members should submit comments or questions via the Chat box and these would be fed to 
the Chair or the appropriate officer for response. 

 
2 Due to a connection difficulty Peter Geake was unable to be present at the start. Iain Johncock 

opened the meeting by welcoming those present, thanking them for attendance in very 
different circumstances from the last AGM at Steam in Swindon just before the first lockdown. 

 
3 The minutes of the AGM held on 15 March 2020 were agreed. There were no matters arising.  

 
4 Treasurer’s report: Jeremy Lindon explained that the group’s finances were in strong position 

given that membership had increased and the pandemic had curtailed most activities. He 
noted that magazine costs were slightly higher because of a reduction in advertising. Darren 
Mitcham managed to recover some of that, and now with Tom Rooney now in place as 
Advertising Manager, new advertisers had been found to replace the lost income.  As a result, 
no increase in membership fees was proposed for 2021, the 16th year in succession.  The 
verified accounts for 2020 as circulated were then approved. 

 
5 Membership Secretary’s report: David Birkett said that he was standing down after more 

than 20 years, having seen many changes since he first took on the role when everything was 
on paper with card indexes and communication was by post.  Membership has continued to 
increase but most of the admin is now on line.  With the advent of social media and new ways 
of communicating with members he felt the time was now right to stand aside. IJ thanked him 
for his service to the GCCG and paid tribute to his contribution to the Committee.  

 
6 General Secretary’s report: As circulated, the report described the work of the Committee 

which had continued to meet on line throughout the year. The advent of Zoom has made 
Committee meetings easier to attend for those living out of London and although we hope to 
be able to meet in the same room once more, for many of us Zoom is probably here to stay. It 
was good to see so many members on line for the AGM and perhaps we can find a way to 
maintain that too once things are back to normal.  Next year’s AGM should be at Gaydon and 
we look forward to seeing as many members as can attend in person.  
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7 Press Officer’s report: Darren Mitcham introduced his report. He had concentrated on the 
advertising side before Tom Rooney had taken over, and was pleased to find that some 
advertisers had approached us, and formally welcomed Tom as Advertising Manager. On the 
press side, he had put out releases regarding various virtual events such as the ‘get out your 
Dinkies’, although he noted that many of the contact emails had been returned suggesting the 
classic car press was in a state of change.  DM was pleased with the success of the bids he 
helped put together for the Classic and Sportscar awards, reflecting the contribution of many. 

 
8 With the Chair now present, Peter Geake introduced his report (item 4). He noted the impact 

of the pandemic on nearly all the club’s activities.  Most events were either cancelled or 
postponed, such as the Eurotour to the Rhineland although by September we were able to 
host a stand at Bicester Classic and the BL day at Gaydon. Reflecting on the work of the 
Committee, he paid tribute to David Birkett’s contribution to the GCCG and moved a vote of 
thanks, which was agreed.  Rob Gibson has revitalised the role of Area organiser liaison since 
taking up the post, with monthly on line meetings building cohension, improving 
communications and preparing to start up events as soon as we have the go-ahead.  PG also 
made special mention of the editors of BEJ, Tony Stokoe and All Torque, Stephen Duxbury 
who maintained high standards of content and presentation despite the paucity of live events 
to report.  Mark Wells, Darren Mitcham and others also helped to secure a brace of club 
awards yet again from Classic and Sportscar magazine.  Peter also highlighted the update of 
the club’s on line documentation, including the Code of Conduct, Complaints procedure, Child 
protection policy and new AO Guidance manual. We have also initiated a risk assessment of 
the resilience of our systems.  In conclusion, Peter thanked members for their loyalty and 
hoped that outdoor events can restart in from May 2021, but they are very dependent on the 
pace of the pandemic and the situation in other countries.  He also mentioned that he had set 
up a multi-media sub-Committee to report on better ways of using social media to attract new 
membership, to report later this year with recommendations.   

 
9 Webmaster’s report: Rob Dewing introduced his report by showing a graph of website traffic 

since January 2019 showing how it changed throughout the year in response to events. A 
major change this year had been the switch from Mailchimp to Mailerlite email system which 
provided more functionality and flexibility for AOs, and he thanked Simon Legge and Mark 
Wells for their help. He also asked for more recent photographs to update the website.   

 
10 AO Liaison officer report:  Rob Gibson said AOs now met once a month on line to keep 

abreast of developments and to make plans so far as possible, with a full programme 
expected from July onwards.  He showed a scatter map of members and AOs and hoped to 
stimulate more activity in areas not currently represented.  He thanked Darren Sullivan Vince 
and David Jensen for their valued contributions as AOs.  Darren Mitcham also reported as 
Chilterns AO that some external events were starting up such as the Bicester Scramble on 5/6 
June which was selling out very quickly.  

 
11 Eurotour 2023 report: Mark Wells said the two hotels had been provisionally reserved for 

2023, both accessible and offering good touring opportunities. He highlighted two other 
events, one based at the Fat Lamb pub in Cumbria now in August, and the Northumberland 
and Scottish Borders tour in mid September, both fully booked.  We were honoured to win 
the C&SC trophy for last year’s Fix-it weekend, which is being repeated this year over Easter.  
There is also a rally in July in conjunction with an Aston/Morgan dealership in Co Durham.  

 
12 Big End Journal/All Torque Editors: Tony Stokoe thanked members for submitting material to 

keep BEJ’s pages filled in the absence of events to report, in particular the ‘auto-biographies’ 
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about their own cars, and asked for more contributions, between 3-400 words, to keep 
coming. Stephen Duxbury welcomed the introduction of Mailerlite and felt AT had an 
important role in keeping members regularly informed. The monthly AO meetings of which he 
was part also provided useful additional material. Both publications had helped to sustain the 
club through this difficult year, and PG thanked both editors for their efforts.  

 
13 Election of the Committee for 2021/22:  The proposals as set out were agreed as follows:  
 

Peter Geake   Chair  
  Jeremy Lindon  Treasurer 
  Darren Mitcham Press 
  Mark Wells  Eurotour 2023 Co-ordinator 

Stephen Duxbury All Torque Editor 
  Tony Stokoe  Big End Journal Editor 
  vacant   Membership Secretary 
  Rob Dewing  Webmaster 

  Iain Johncock  General Secretary 
 

Rob Gibson was separately elected to the post of AO Liaison as he had been co-opted during 
 the year and this was the first opportunity for a formal election.  

 
14 Any other business: A number of points were raised by members on the screen. Alistair Beard 

felt that our equality and diversity policy could be strengthened in particular with regard to 
ethnicity and that an amendment to the constitution should be considered. There was a 
discussion about how this might be achieved in a way to show the club was more fully 
inclusive.  It was agreed that this should be reviewed and would be reported back in due 
course.  Simon Pickford suggested that there should be a trackside day at least once a year. 
MW mentioned links that had been made with Racing Pride, an organisation supporting motor 
racing which had been referred to us by Stonewall and had a large membership base.  
Discussion were continuing to support joint events. PG said this was currently under 
consideration and we hoped to make an announcement soon.  Two members from outside 
the UK welcomed the opportunity to take part in the AGM and asked if we could continue 
accessing it on Zoom for next year, and this would be considered.  Peter Jones made the point 
that events should be affordable especially for younger members.  DM said that options to 
include camping and caravanning would be included in the summer spectacular event planned 
for September, as well as others. Brian Palmer paid particular tribute to David Birkett’s 
generous contribution to the GCCG over more than 20 years.  Several members also thanked 
the Committee for its work and the presentation today.  

 
15 Date and venue of 2022 AGM: it was hoped that the next AGM would be held in person at the 

British Motor Museum, Gaydon on 20 March.   
 

16 PG thanked all the members present for attending, for their support throughout the year and 
for their contributions. The meeting was then closed. 
 

 
 
 


